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questions, and trying to create a literature for the
union  of various men and groups of men, their sects
and schisms in the love of their country.   Strange
but true, he talked so beautifully on married life in
America, and took up the stale subjects of Brahma -
charya   or   celibacy   again when he returned  to
India.     The   old  century-long   preaching   of   the
philosophy of Atman in one form or another, suc-
ceeded in taking out all springs of action and love and
labour from  the  Indian mind, and, at best, made it
a store-house of empty rattles of metaphysical terms
and phrases, intermingled here and thereby the morbid
sentimentalism of human emotion in reaction against
this   intellectual   dry ness.     Where   sitting   like a
bankrupted banker, the Indian does but count again
and again his empty ledger pages and hear their
empty rustle,  to such as he patriotism is taught
now again as a religion!   Religion is a torment
for  this  slave of India,  for he neither can give
it up nor understand it.   Art, handicraft, creative
labour, silent work, the task of life is not given him,
only talk, discussion, intellectual differences, slavery
and death.     They say the .alien rule has been the
cause of the nation's downfall, but they do not see the
causes of the alien rule coming in at all.   Why has
not   alien rule penetrated into the regions of the
North Western Frontier, why has it not gone to
Afghanistan yet?   Why not into Siberia?  Surely
those people are not intellectually superior to the
inhabitants of India.   Even the docile deer refuses
to be caught alive; if you put her into slavery she
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